Anti-predator adaptations in a neustonic insect (Velia caprai).
The risk of a Velia caprai (Heteroptera: Veliidae) individual to fall victim to brown trout (Salmo trutta) was demonstrated experimentally to be markedly lower when several bugs were simultaneously exposed to the trout. V. caprai was found distasteful to brown trout, and a high proportion was ejected alive after being captured. We suggest that school formation in V. caprai lowers the risk of predation because frequent predator-prey encounters may assist in retention of the avoidance learned by the predator. Individual behavioural responses to attacks were variable and the frequency of expansion skating and thanatosis was temperature dependent. Thanatosis postures were either symmetric with the legs pressed to the body or irregular.